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COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

 
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC BOARD MEETING 

COUNCIL ROCK BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

March 6, 2014 

 

The Council Rock Board of School Directors met in public session on March 6, 2014 at the Chancellor 

Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The following persons were in attendance: 

 

BOARD MEMBERS:   ADMINISTRATORS: 

Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President  Mark J. Klein, Esq., Superintendent 

Mr. Andy Block,  Vice President Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 

Mr. Richard Abramson, Esq.  Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education  

Mrs. Denise Brooks   Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 

Mr. Mark Byelich   Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board  

Dr. Bill Foster         Treasurer 

Mr. Jerold Grupp   Ms. M. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 

Mrs. Kyle McKessy   Mr. Matthew  Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 

     Mr. Doug Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 

 

BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT: OTHERS:  Approximately 50 persons from the public, staff and 

Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton          press 

 

SECRETARY:  Ms. Kapua A. Rice SOLICITOR:  Derek Reid, Esq. 

 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m. by Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President.  The meeting was 

recorded by the Council Rock School District and was broadcast ―live‖ in all five municipalities. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mrs. Thomas asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Rockin’ Ravens from 

Wrightstown  Elementary School sang the National Anthem, followed by Shenandoah. 

 

Student Advisory Board – CRHS South 
Mr. Funk introduced the members of the Student Advisory Board—Olivia Anakwe, Jarett Rovner, Jack 

Wheatley, Phylicia Wilkov and Gabrielle Leone.  The Class Representatives presented an overview of 

student activities for each grade level.  New student members inducted into the National Technical Honor 

Society on February 20
th
; the College Fair on March 20

th
; Mini-THON, a 12-hour fundraiser to help 

children and families battling pediatric cancer; and Singin’ in the Rain performance were among the 

activities reported. 

 

2014 Outstanding School District Library Award 
Mrs. McClendon introduced Laura Follmer, District Library Coordinator.  Ms. Follmer briefly described 

the site evaluation process and thanked Mr. Klein and the School Board for their support.  Council Rock’s 

library program exceeded the criteria with regards to Developing a Vision for Learning, Role of the 

Library Program in Teaching and Learning, Building a Learning Environment, and Empowering Learning 

through Leadership.  Council Rock is the only school district in the State to receive this award from the 

Pennsylvania State Library Association.  
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Ms. Follmer introduced the CR School District Librarians and Library Assistants and Pennsylvania State 

Representative Scott Petri and Rose Wuenschel, on behalf of Hon. Steven Santarsiero, were present to 

congratulate them and present Council Rock with a Citation for its accomplishment. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 
Kindergarten Registration 

Registration for children entering kindergarten in September 2014 will be held at each CR elementary 

school on March 11 and March 13 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and on March 14 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 

p.m.  To be eligible for kindergarten, children must be five years of age on or before September 1, 2014. 

 

Public Comment 
Ms. Nancy Sauers, Holland, PA, President of Citizens for Education, www.citizensforeducation.com.  

Ms. Sauers mentioned that on March 19
th
 at 7 p.m., the Citizens for Education will hold a free public 

forum at the Corner Bakery Café, Newtown, PA, to discuss any concerns about education in Council 

Rock.  Voter registration drives will be held on April 1
st
 at CR North and on April 4

th
 at CR South.  To 

register, students must be 18 years of age before May 20
th
 and will need to have a driver’s license or 

social security no.  

 

Ms. Susan Bokun, Churchville, PA, read a post by ―Dad‖ regarding the common core standards and 

issues related to privacy, the curriculum and testing, among others.  Ms. Bokun may be contacted at 

nocr4@g.mail.com.    

  

Mr. Allan Spurr, Richboro, PA, voiced his concerns about the Common Core standards with regard to 

teachers teaching to the test and preparing for standardized tests.      

 

Mr. Jerold Grupp, Holland, PA, mentioned that the Council Rock Education Foundation is having its 

largest fundraiser, Monte Carlo Night, on Friday, March 7, at Upper Southampton Academy, 1459 2
nd

 

Street Pike, Southampton, PA, from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  More information about the event is posted 

on www.creducationfoundation.org . 

 

Discussion Items 

Sale of Bonds, Results 

Mr. Klein invited Mr. Reinhart to inform the Board about the results of the 1
st
 Bond Issue.   The 1

st
 series 

of Bonds were issued on Tuesday, March 4
th
.   The percent of savings, based on the par value of the 

Bonds, was 13.37% or $1.3M in savings vs. $1.9M for all three issues.  The bonds received a AA rating 

and were qualified as tax-exempt obligations. 

 

First Read Board Policy 913 
Mr. Klein reviewed and discussed proposed revisions to Policy 913 Community/Nonschool Organizations 

Groups/Individuals which was first adopted in 1997.  The policy deals with how the School District 

manages outside organizations who seek to distribute information to students.  After further discussion, 

Mr. Grupp requested that an outside organization not affiliated with the school system who wants to post 

information in the e-friday folder should be required to provide their contact information.  A disclaimer 

should also be included stating something to the effect that the School District does not support and is not 

responsible for any activities and/or information not affiliated with the school system.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.citizensforeducation.com/
mailto:nocr4@g.mail.com
http://www.creducationfoundation.org/
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Items for Board Approval 

 

Approval of Board Policy 218.4 Pupils/Student Expression 

Mr. Klein stated that the sentence dealing with ―spontaneous student expression‖ was inserted in Item 3.  

The change was made to be consistent with the language suggested by the Pennsylvania School Board 

Association. 

 

Upon motion duly made by Mr. Byelich, seconded by Mrs. McKessy, the Board approved Policy 218.4 

Pupils/Student Expression by a vote of 7 ayes, 1 nay.  Mr. Abramson voted against.  Note: Mrs. Sexton 

was not present. 

 

Resolution in Support of HB 2766 Holocaust, 

Genocide and Human Rights Violation Instruction 
 

WHEREAS, issues of genocide and human rights violations are a continuing part of world events; 

 

AND, WHEREAS education for our student son the Holocaust, Genocide and issues of Human Rights are 

this community’s best opportunity to raise a generation that will strive to present these horrific acts of 

prejudice. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council Rock Board of School Directors adopts this RESOLUTION in support 

of House Bill 2766 to require instruction in Pennsylvania Schools on the Holocaust, Genocide and 

Human Rights Violations within a course of study in Social Studies and English.  Upon adoption, the 

Board directs the Superintendent to send this resolution to all local state legislators and to the 

Pennsylvania School Boards Association. 

 

Upon motion duly made by Mr. Grupp, seconded by Mr. Block, the Board unanimously approved the 

Resolution in Support of House Bill 2766, Holocaust, Genocide and Human Rights Violation.  Note: Mrs. 

Sexton was not present. 

 

Executed copies of the Resolution were presented to Pennsylvania State Representative Scott Petri and 

Rose Wuenschel, on behalf of Hon. Steven Santarsiero. 

 

Approval of Maureen M. Welch Elementary School Masonry Repairs and Window Replacement 

Bid 

Mr. Taylor reviewed the scope of work, bid results and recommendations.  Work will be confined to areas 

that will have minimal disruption while school is in session and summer school will be held at Holland 

Elementary School. 

 

After further discussion, Mr. Block moved to award the Bid for the Maureen M. Welch Elementary 

School Masonry Repairs and Window Replacement Project – General Construction to TE Construction 

Services LLC at a base bid total cost not-to-exceed $1,561,609.00, subject to audit, and Mr. Grupp 

seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  

Note: Mrs. Sexton was not present. 

 

Approval of 2013-2014 Calendar Proposed Revisions 

Mr. Klein reviewed the changes to the School Calendar.  Four days of Spring Break (April 14-17) will 

become school days and the last student day of school will be June 19.  June 20 will be a teacher inservice 

day with three professional in-service days being moved to the end of the school year (June 23-25).  
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Mrs. McKessy moved to approve the revised 2013-2014 School Year Calendar and Mr. Grupp seconded 

the motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note: Mrs. 

Sexton was not present. 

 

Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with the Council Rock Education Association 
Mr. Klein stated that the Memorandum of Understanding allows for accommodations that would 

otherwise not be needed because of the changes in the calendar.  With the consent of the Council Rock 

Education Association (Association), the professional in-service day, originally scheduled for February 

14, 2014, will be moved to the 2014-15 School Year Calendar (August 25, 2014).  The Association has 

agreed to provide for a work year of 188 days for the 2013-14 School Year and 190 days for the 2014-15 

School Year.  Lastly, people who have already made plans, may take two personal leave days for the 

2014-15 school year and apply them to Spring Break (April 14-17, 2014).  Council Rock will not incur 

any additional costs for these changes in the school calendars.   

 

After discussion, Mr. Byelich moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the Council 

Rock School District and the Council Rock Education Association and Mrs. McKessy seconded the 

motion.  Hearing no objection, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent.  Note: Mrs. 

Sexton was not present.   

 

Approval of Elementary Gradebook 
Mrs. McClendon reported that the Administration would like to purchase the electronic Grade Book for 

the elementary school level so parents can access student grades online.  Train-the-trainer model will be 

used to teach the elementary school teachers.   

 

After discussion about the travel expenses, Mr. Abramson moved to amend the motion to insert 

―exclusive of Pricing Note 3 on page 4 of the Agreement‖ after ―not to exceed $5,459.‖ 

 

Mr. Abramson moved to approve the Addendum to the SunGard K-12 Software License Agreement to 

add the elementary portion of the Gradebook at a total cost not to exceed $5,459 exclusive of Pricing 

Note 3 on page 4 of the Agreement in the first year of implementation and maintenance fees in the second 

year not to exceed $849, subject to audit, and Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.  Hearing no objection, the 

Board approved said motion, as amended, by unanimous consent.  Note:  Mrs. Sexton was not present. 

 

Board Topics 

Old Business 

Mrs. Thomas reported that the Board committees have talked in great length about their objectives.  The 

Board will continue its discussions at a special session on March 24
th 

at 7 p.m.  Mr. Grupp discussed his 

concerns with regard to the rationale for each of the objectives being proposed.  Mrs. Thomas and Mr. 

Block will review and organize the objectives prior to the meeting.  Mrs. Thomas further noted that a 

consensus of at least five Board members would be essential to determine what Board objectives are 

accepted. 

 

Committee Reports 

Academic Standards Committee 

Mrs. Brooks reported that the Committee met on March 6 to discuss the Curriculum Connector which was 

implemented last year.  This year the curriculum coordinators and core group of staff will build maps in 

every subject.  Most courses are expected to be completed by the end of summer, followed by training.  A 

PowerPoint presentation will also be available online which will provide an overview of standards, 
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essential questions, content knowledge, skills assessments, resources, differentiate instruction and 

vocabulary for every course in every school. 

 

An open forum discussion with the Superintendent-Parent Advisory Committee and Elementary & 

Secondary Panel is scheduled to be held at the Committee’s next meeting on Thursday, March 13, 6 p.m.  

The Committee will also meet on Thursday, April 3, for textbook approvals. 

 

Facilities Committee 

Mrs. McKessy reported that the Committee discussed its role and involvement with the Corporate 

Planning Committee.  The Committee received a presentation and discussed the potential renovations at 

Newtown Middle School.  The next meeting is scheduled to be held on March 27.   

 

Finance Committee 

Dr. Foster reported that the Committee discussed goal setting.  There was broad support for a number of 

goals and others received significant criticism.  The Committee also discussed the possibility of 

supporting the Capital Planning Committee with the effects of school size in terms of cost and comparing 

the cost per student at Council Rock with others.  The Committee also reviewed the preliminary budget 

for next year.  The budget and safety of cash holdings will be discussed at its next meeting on March 27.  

Discussion ensued on the budget shortfall and impact on taxes.   

 

Mr. Reinhart stated that the Finance Committee will review the revenue budget at its next meeting.  The 

Committee will also review a detailed budget calendar which is subject to change to allow for a budget 

forum tentatively scheduled for May 8.   

 

MBIT Representative 

Dr. Foster reported that the next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 10.  It was noted that at its last 

meeting, a President was elected and the budget for MBIT was discussed. 

 

Bucks County Intermediate Unit No. 22 Representative 

Mrs.  Sexton was not present to render a report. 

 

Public Comment  

Mr. Michael Thorwart, Holland, PA, stated that another way to address the budget shortfall would be to 

reduce spending. 

 

Mr. Mark Klein reported that Jamie Greubel, Olympic Bronze Medalist, returned to Newtown to visit 

Newtown Elementary School.  He also commended Dr. Lambert and his team for successfully completing 

the audits for the Gifted Program and Special Education Program. 

 

Board Comment 
Dr. Foster went to the Asperations restaurant at MBIT where the students prepared and served dinner.  

The dates and time they are open are posted on the calendar at www.mbit.org.   

 

Mrs. Brooks attended Les Mesrables at Richboro Middle School and felt that the Golden Wings Theater 

Company should be congratulated for their work. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mbit.org/
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Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kapua A. Rice 

Secretary to the Board of School Directors 

 

 


